
Twentieth Sunday of the Year 

August 16, 2020 
Isaiah is offering us a way to embrace 

the value of others by genuinely 

appreciating them in our hearts which 

impacts on our actions by way of his 

prayer of the heart – the God in our heart 

– who says, ‘I will bring foreigners to my 

holy mountain. I will make them joyful in 

my house of prayer, says the Lord, ‘for 

my house will be called a house of 

prayer for all the peoples’. No one is 

excluded.  

In recent weeks, the parables were 

scrambling the disciples’ minds by 

continually inviting them to go deeper in 

understanding the Reign of God. In 

Jesus’ encounter with a Canaanite 

woman with a sick daughter - ‘the 

enemy’ - we need to have our minds 

scrambled again, have eyes opened and 

ears ready to listen. But, Jesus and his 

disciples probably had spent time being 

with like-minded people who talked 

about Canaanites, traditional enemies 

from early times. Clearly, in this time of 

racial tension and voices calling for 

justice, we have the responsibility to 

listen to the stories of people of colour 

who are often grouped as ‘them’ the 

trouble makers, the lazy ones, the violent 

ones. White supremacy, and the racism 

that follows, means that people of colour 

are treated as if they were, in the 

painfully vivid words of the Canaanite 

woman, ‘dogs…at the master’s table,’ 

picking up the scraps of the rights the 

dominant ones in society are prepared to 

throw their way. Jesus and his disciples 

were comfortable simply talking about 

this woman. Jesus words to her are 

initially dismissive and dehumanising. 

But she is persistent. We have heard how 

Indigenous people in Australia often say, 

‘No about us without us’.  This nameless 

woman’s role has been important and 

challenging. She compels Jesus to 

change his mind and expand his 

understanding of he is relation to her.  

As she speaks, and Jesus listens, the wall 

between ancient enemies is lowered. We 

see here that faith is not bound by history 

and its barriers but rips them apart when 

even the ‘lowest of the low’ dare to 

challenge it and to imbue it with the 

possibility of justice. For Matthew, 

justice is not given but something we 

must all struggle for in solidarity with 

the suffering and despised……….. 

Excerpted from homily by Fr Claude 

Mostowik msc 

 

Mass Times 

 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 

 

 Confirmation 
Bishop Brady is conferring the 

Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish 

on 13 Sept 2020. Could parents of any 

children in Government Schools who 

would like their child to receive this 

Sacrament please contact Fr Peter or Fr 

Tru. Thank you. 

 

 

In Memoriam 
Mavis Irene O’Sullivan, Roszalia 

Stadler, Geoffrey Joseph Yates, Grace 

Delmar, Margaret Rose Morgan, Elsie 

Macpherson, Kirsty Maree Cunningham, 

Frances Marae Ezard, Maria Pham, 

Walter Casey, Victoria Cable, Maria 

Zuliani, Hiram Harridence. 

 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, Wendy 

Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, Nick Hurst, 

Joyce Anderson, and Mary Therese – 8 

years old 

 

Catholic environmentalist says 

Australia has failed                                                             

as God’s caretakers of earth 

following interim report 
Peter Bugden, The Catholic Leader, 

August 10th, 2020 

CHURCH representatives have backed 

calls for stronger environmental 

protection laws and standards in 

Australia.  Professor Graeme Samuel, 

recently released an interim report for his 

review of Australia’s Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act, saying the act was “ineffective” and 

“is not fit to address current or future 

environmental challenges”. 
Concern: The impending loss of the 
Great Barrier Reef  
“with back-to-back yearly coral 
bleaching across two-thirds of its length” 
is worrying for bishops in Townsville. 

“Australia’s natural environment and 

iconic places are in an overall state of 

decline and are under increasing threat,” 

he said in the interim report. “The 

current environmental trajectory is 

unsustainable. 

“Fundamental reform of national 

environmental law is required, and new, 

legally enforceable National 

Environmental Standards should be the 

foundation.” Prof Samuel said a “strong, 

independent cop on the beat is required”. 

“An independent compliance and 

enforcement regulator, that is not subject 

to actual or implied political direction 

from the Commonwealth (Environment) 

Minister, should be established,” he said. 

 

 

 

Please fill in the Mass 

Attendance Sheet at the front of 

the church This is a state 

requirement so we can remain 

open keep having our mass. 

 
Chair of Parish Council Jim O’Donnell 

jimod012@gmail.com 

Chair of Finance committee Damian 

Bridge damianbridge@me.com 

Sacramental Coordinator Michael 

Schiano sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

PSSO Damien Giurco 

psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

Principal of St Mary’s School Anne Rees 

anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au 

Parish Administration 

admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

 

A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the 

police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the 

police. Or you can phone Kids Help 

Line 1800 55 1800.  

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org 

You may also want to speak to your 

Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 
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