
18th Sunday of the Year  
It is difficult to avoid the reality of 
injustice and poverty today when we see 
the following Jesus whilst he is trying to 
find some space to deal with the murder 
of John the Baptism.  This murder gave 
Jesus a double warning. First, it made 
clear that anyone who criticised powerful 
people courted danger. We see also the 
tragedy of trivialising John’s life and 
mission because his death was due to 
petty vengeance and a drunken promise. 
Whatever Jesus wanted to do, looking 
upon the distressed people called 
something from him as well as clarifying 
his mission.  
Clearly, there is a lot of anger as people 
protest injustice, racism, poverty, natural 
disasters and poverty down to Covid-19 
lockdowns and being forced to wear 
masks…… 
Matthew tells us that Jesus had ‘pity’ on 
the crowd. It was not the passive pity or 
compassion that we usually think of. 
Jesus’ feelings for the crowd after the 
injustice that was John’s murder brought 
forth grief, compassion and raging anger. 
It was unjust that John was murdered after 
a stupid promise and it was unjust that the 
crowd was left fragile in the wilderness-
as so many people continue today who go 
hungry because they are unemployed or 
underemployed without government 
support. How would Jesus look upon the 
many people who do not even qualify for 
assistance because ‘we need to look after 
Australian citizens first’ as the Federal 
Treasurer said recently Many of us are 
afraid of anger. It can be damaging in our 
relationships that can isolate us and others 
but anger towards injustice can also be 
energizing and transformative. When 
Jesus sees the vulnerable people he thinks 
of Isaiah’s radical invitation to all who 
thirst and hunger. This is what is like in 

God’s reign of abundance – not in the 
world.  
Jesus takes the suffering of people 
seriously because he is close to them. 
There is not something speculative or 
abstract. We see the looking upon and 
feeling for people in the narrative of Pope 
Francis’ Exhortation Querida Amazonia 
as he takes seriously the suffering history 
of people. The readings tell us that God 
hears the cry of the poor and Jesus 
through his own suffering also hears that 
cry…… Fr Claude Mostowik 
 
Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm 
Sunday 9am and 6pm 
Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 
2nd Sunday of the month Call to 
Mercy Mass at 11.30 
 

 
 
 Confirmation 
 
Bishop Brady is conferring the 
Sacrament of Confirmation in our 
parish on 13 Sept 2020. Could 
parents of any children in 
Government Schools who would 
like their child to receive this 
Sacrament please contact Fr Peter 
or Fr Tru. Thank you. 
 

St Vincent’s Winter Appeal 
is now on. Envelopes are on the 
ends of your seat. Please give 
generously to those less fortunate. 
You can also leave non-perishable 
food at the parish house or at the 
back of the church.  
Thank you for your generosity. 
 
As we are not having collections 
can I remind you about our ‘Tap 
and Go’ machine at the church 
entrance. Only $5 a tap. 
 
Please pray for our sick, 
especially Arthur Haddad, 
Norman Hay, Wendy Bridges, 
Margaret Farrugia, Nick Hurst 
and Mary Therese – 8 years old 
 

In Memoriam 
Cecil Edward Bagnall, Clifford 
Joseph Levett, Cate McCabe, 
Maria Josephine Smith, Jack 
Williams, George Vaughan 
Marsden, Florence Mary Chaplin, 
Juan Dy. 
 
The year 2020 falls on the 75th 
anniversary of the atomic bombing 
of Hiroshima – 6th August & 
Nagasaki on 9th August.  
2020 is also the founding of the United 
Nations who are encouraging  people 
worldwide to engage in discussions 
looking towards the future. 
 In 2020 The Elders who are an 
independent group of global leaders 
working together for peace, justice and 

human rights are calling on world 
leaders, decision-makers and the public 
to pause for a moment of reflection and 
solidarity as the world marks the 75th 
anniversary of the atomic bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki on 6th and 9th 
August 2020. 
In a gesture intended to encourage 
people to pause, reflect and 
recognise the scale of the nuclear 
tragedy, even as the world grapples 
with the challenges of COVID19, the 
Elders are inviting people to join 
them in sharing a personal message 
of hope alongside the image of a 
specially crafted origami peace 
crane. 
 
Please fill in the ‘Mass 
Attendance’ sheet at the front. 
This is a state requirement so 
we can remain open and keep 
having our mass. 
 
A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  
Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 
people to deal with a crime are the 
police. If you – or anyone you know – 
have been abused, please contact the 
police. Or you can phone Kids Help 
Line 1800 55 1800.  
Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol
ic.org 
You may also want to speak to your 
Parish Priest who will be able to 
provide support and guidance. The 
archdiocese has a legal obligation to 
report crimes to the police 
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