
Twenty First Sunday of the Year 
August 23rd 2020 

Mount Rushmore has images of four 

former US presidents carved out. 

Recently, Donald Trump has allegedly 

suggested that his image should also be 

carved out into the mountain because of 

his contribution to the nation!!  Caesarea 

Philippi, on a massive wall of rock, has a 

marble temple built to honour Caesar. It 

is here that Jesus brings his disciples to 

ask possible one of the most important 

questions in the gospels. At this place of 

imperial power and authority, it is 

difficult to miss the political nature of 

Jesus’ question: ‘Who do you say I am?’ 

It flows from prior political question: 

‘Who do people say that I am?’ This 

question comes down to asking who has 

taken the strongest stand against Israel’s 

oppressors? The obvious heroes 

mentioned are Elijah, Jeremiah and the 

imprisoned John the Baptist. Then, Jesus 

sets an anti-imperial tone, when he asks, 

‘What about me? Who do you say that I 

am?’ It is a central question to anyone 

who follows Jesus 

Isaiah shows God interest in politics, 

oppression and the liberation where one 

leader is told to step down in favour of 

another. This theme continues in the 

responsorial psalm as we sing ‘Forsake 

not the work of your hands.’ The 

emphasis on God’s hands is a reminder of 

God’s commitment to this world-

especially the world’s non-white poor, 

people living in ghettos, hiding from 

bombs and other examples of injustice. 

The psalm also praises God’s kindness, 

truthfulness, encouragement of the weak, 

care for the poor - again all connected 

with life here and now.Pope Francis 

continually challenges us to look at 

ourselves and each other in new ways: 

with the eyes of mercy and not of power. 

Peter’s response is akin to what Nadia 

Bolz-Weber writes in Pastrix: ‘I am not 

the only one who sees the underside and 

God at the same time. There are lots of us, 

and we are at home in the biblical stories 

of antiheroes and people who don't get it; 

beloved prostitutes and rough 

fishermen...It was here in the midst of my 

own community of underside dwellers 

that I couldn't help but begin to the 

Gospel, the life-changing reality that God 

is not far off, but here among the 

brokenness of our lives. And having seen 

it, I couldn't help but point it out.’ Peter 

becomes a rock of creative transformation 

where Jesus’ church needs to constantly 

grow, change and find new and more 

creative ways of being God’s people in 

the world. Fr Claude Mostowik 

 

Mass Times 

 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 

 

 Confirmation 
Bishop Brady is conferring the 

Sacrament of Confirmation in our parish 

on 13 Sept 2020. Could parents of any 

children in Government Schools who 

would like their child to receive this 

Sacrament please contact Fr Peter or Fr 

Tru. Thank you. 
 

In Memoriam 
Thomas Michael Donnelly, Rex 

Norman Hancock, Clara Florence 

Tuohy, John Flynn, Thelma Rose 

Bates, Ruby Courto, Una Lott, Joan 

Marlene Clegg, Jack Mervyn 

Boothman. 

 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, Wendy 

Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, Nick Hurst, 

Joyce Anderson, and Mary Therese. 

 

August 23: International Day for 

the Remembrance of the Slave 

Trade and Its Abolition.  

 

In deciding to proclaim the 23rd of 

August of every year International 

Day for the Remembrance of the 

Slave Trade and its Abolition, 

UNESCO wished to inscribe in the 

memory of all peoples a tragedy that 

has been forgotten and little known 

and pay tribute to the slaves' 

relentless struggle for freedom. The 

United Nations’ (UN) International 

Day for the Remembrance of the 

Slave Trade and its Abolition is 

annually observed on August 23 to 

remind people of the tragedy of the 

transatlantic slave trade. It gives 

people a chance to think about the 

historic causes, the methods and the 

consequences of slave trade. 

The uprising that took place in the 

island of Santo Domingo (present 

day Haiti and Dominican Republic) 

on the night of the 22nd to the 23rd 

of August 1791 shook the 

foundations of slavery to the core 

and marked the start of the process 

that led to the abolition of the 

transatlantic slave trade. 

Koichiro Matsuura 

 
 

 

 

Please fill in the Mass 

Attendance Sheet at the front of 

the church This is a state 

requirement so we can remain 

open keep having our mass. 

 
Chair of Parish Council Jim O’Donnell 

jimod012@gmail.com 

Chair of Finance committee Damian 

Bridge damianbridge@me.com 

Sacramental Coordinator Michael 

Schiano sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

PSSO Damien Giurco 

psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

Principal of St Mary’s School Anne Rees 

anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au 

Parish Administration 

admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

 

A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the 

police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the 

police. Or you can phone Kids Help 

Line 1800 55 1800.  

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org 

You may also want to speak to your 

Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 
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