
Twenty Fourth Sunday of the Year 
Today’s gospel is very confusing and 

illustrates what is wrong with religion 

where it has been used to justify violence, 

guilt, fear and economic exploitation and 

presents an intimidating, punishing, 

torturing and unforgiving God. Sit with 

the discomfort and challenge of today’s 

good news in the Gospel of Matthew. We 

live with conflict, injury, pain in a world 

where we see the lengths of inhumanity 

people can go.  There are and have been 

crimes against humanity and atrocities; 

there are threats of war and random acts 

of terrorism. Suffering continues despite 

the efforts of many to strive for justice 

and peace, for fairness and freedom, for 

tolerance and harmony. As we reflect on 

the gospel, exploitation seems to escalate, 

e.g., human trafficking and bondage.  

Peter’s question, ‘Lord, if my 

brother/sister sins against me, how often 

must I forgive? Peter’s seven echoes 

through to present addressing us today. 

How hard it is to forgive injustices in 

church and society, to find a way through 

the anger and seven seems to be very 

generous but Peter is exhorted to be as 

generous as God is toward us: forgive 

over and over again.  

There is a subtle pairing of the great 

commandment to ‘love one another’ in 

the Gospel acclamation with the parable 

of the unforgiving servant. It strikes as a 

double imperative: ‘love one another and 

forgive one another as I have loved and 

forgiven you.’  This is the good news of 

God’s generous and forgiving love that is 

ours for the taking every day.  

Jesus is then presented as identifying God 

with a money lender, a king, a loan shark, 

whose first impulse is to sell a whole 

family into slavery. This contradicts the 

image of God as depicted in Sirach, 

Psalms, Romans, and the Gospel of John 

(Alleluia verse). If Matthew is promoting 

a harsh image of God and supporting 

economic exploitation and violent 

behaviour, there is a message for us. It 

seems Jesus’ followers had a hard time 

leaving behind their overwhelming 

concept of a violent, punishing God. They 

struggled to distance themselves from 

contemporary economic exploitation, 

human trafficking, slavery, torture, war 

and violence, despite Jesus’ teaching and 

example about a completely new order. 

We see that difficulty in the church today 

when more and more economics is more 

valued than people and relationships. We 

do not have to pick too deeply to uncover 

these elements covered by a veneer of 

faith. They are still with us. These are all 

that Jesus opposed. Fr Claude Mostowik 

 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 

 Confirmation 

Today we welcome Bishop Brady 

to confer the Sacrament of 

Confirmation on our children 

from St Mary’s School.  

Congratulations to all the young 

people receiving Confirmation.  

 
Please give generously to our 

Priests’ Retirement Foundation. 

Envelopes at the door. 

 

 

September 13 is Child Protection 
Sunday – pray for the safety of all 

children. 

 

 

Please pray for our sick, 

especially Arthur Haddad, 

Norman Hay, Wendy Bridges, 

Margaret Farrugia, Nick Hurst 

and Mary Therese – 8 years old 

 

In Memoriam 
Tom McGinty, Marie Kathleen 

Marsden, Mario Azzopardi, 

Raymond Dudley J Dwyer, Richard 

Augustas Burgess, Thomas Michael 

Ivory, Henry Walter Loveridge, 

Gloria Jean Miller and Wendy Sue 

Johnson. 

 
Pope pens preface to book on hope 

in the Covid-19 pandemic 

 Devin Watkins, Vatican News, 28th 

July 2020 
“Communion and Hope” was prepared 

by Cardinal Walter Kasper and Father 

George Augustin, and contains 

theological reflections from various 

authors about “witnessing the faith in 

times of coronavirus”. 

“Like a sudden breaking storm, the 

coronavirus crisis has caught us all by 

surprise, abruptly changing on a global 

level our personal, public, family and 

working lives,” he wrote. 

Many people, he lamented, have lost 

loved ones, as well as their jobs and 

financial stability. In many places, even 

Easter was celebrated in an unusual and 

solitary manner, and people were left 

unable to find solace in the Sacraments. 

Finding roots of happiness 

“This dramatic situation,” wrote Pope 

Francis, “highlights the vulnerable nature 

of our human condition, limited as it is 

by time and contingency.” 

The pandemic has also forced us to 

question the roots of our happiness and 

to rediscover the treasure of our 

Christian faith, he added. 

 

Chair of Parish Council Jim O’Donnell 

jimod012@gmail.com 

Chair of Finance committee Damian 

Bridge damianbridge@me.com 

Sacramental Coordinator Michael 

Schiano sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

PSSO Damien Giurco 

psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

Principal of St Mary’s School Anne Rees 

anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au 

Parish Administration 

admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

 
Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’ 

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain open 

and keep having our mass. 

 

A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the 

police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the 

police. Or you can phone Kids Help 

Line 1800 55 1800.  

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org You may also want to speak to 

your Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 

mailto:jimod012@gmail.com
mailto:damianbridge@me.com
mailto:sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au
mailto:psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au
mailto:anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au
mailto:admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org

