
Reflections for 25th Sunday of the 
Year  September 20, 2020 

 
We often hear that people who do not 

work are not entitled to welfare which 

reflect a mean-spirited judgmentalism. 

Our own narrow and mean plans, often 

expressed through government policies, 

reflect an image of God that is mean and 

vengeful. Jesus proposes a different way. 

He overturns our pre-calculations because 

of his experience of God’s love and 

goodness. God’s Reign is different to the 

way of the world where the principles of 

usefulness, greed and self-promotion rule. 

God’s care and love for us is based on 

who we are, not what we do. Here, where 

the least are taken care of first, is another 

expression of the ‘preferential option for 

the poor’. Like those workers who are 

paid last, we are called to see God’s 

compassion and justice at work in our 

daily lives. The reading calls us to go 

looking for God’s forgotten ones and treat 

them, not by standards of human fairness 

but with compassion and unearned 

generosity.  

In Jesus’ day, there was no social security 

or safety nets to protect relationships and 

family life.  Commercilaisation tore at the 

fabric of peasant society that left many 

people landless and vulnerable to 

exploitation and abuse. It led to an 

expansion of ‘the expendables’ – people 

left destitute and then in turn blamed for 

their situation. This is clear in the 

reluctance to assure people who are 

unemployed in the Job Seeker program 

that does not provide a living wage and 

welfare recipients face very difficult 

obligations are imposed on them. 

We are constantly asked to shift our usual 

way of thinking and to make difficult 

changes. To have the mind of Christ 

requires letting go of many convictions 

and prejudices we take for 

granted……….. 

Fr Claude Mostowik 

Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 

 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese – 8 

years old 
In Memoriam 

Paul Raymond Burgess, Don 

Wormleaton, Thomas Cecil Healey, 

Raymond John McDonald, John 

Joseph McGrath, Vincent Davis, 

Sharleen holder, William Hawkins 

and Rose Marie Villanueva-Austin 

 
Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain open 

and keep having our mass. 

September 21st: UN International 

Day of Peace. 2020 Theme: 

Shaping Peace Together. 
Each year the UN General Assembly has 

declared this as a day devoted to 

strengthening the ideals of peace, 

through observing 24 hours of non-

violence and cease-fire.  

This year, it has been clearer than ever 

that we are not each other’s enemies. 

Rather, our common enemy is a tireless 

virus that threatens our health, security 

and very way of life. COVID-19 has 

thrown our world into turmoil and 

forcibly reminded us that what happens 

in one part of the planet can impact 

people everywhere. 

In March, UN Secretary-General 

António Guterres called on all warring 

parties to lay down their weapons and 

focus on the battle against this 

unprecedented global pandemic. While 

the message is intended for armed 

parties, solidarity and cooperation across 

borders, sectors and generations are also 

needed to win this new fight against the 

worst public health crisis of our time. 

For the United Nations, 2020 was 

already meant to be a year of listening 

and learning. To mark its 75th 

anniversary, the UN has invited millions 

of people worldwide to join UN75, the 

largest and furthest-reaching global 

conversation on building the peaceful 

and prosperous future that we want. 

As we struggle to defeat COVID-19, 

your voice is more important than ever. 

In these difficult times of physical 

distancing, this International Day of 

Peace will be dedicated to fostering 

dialogue and collecting ideas. The world 

will be invited to unite and share 

thoughts on how to weather this storm, 

heal our planet and change it for the 

better. Even though we may not be able 

to stand next to each other, we can still 

dream together. 

The 2020 theme for the International 

Day of Peace is “Shaping Peace 

Together.” Celebrate the day by 

spreading compassion, kindness and 

hope in the face of the pandemic. Stand 

together with the UN against attempts to 

use the virus to promote discrimination 

or hatred. Join us so that we can shape 

peace together. 
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A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the 

police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the 

police. Or you can phone Kids Help 

Line 1800 55 1800.  

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org You may also want to speak to 

your Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 
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