
Reflections on the readings for 28th 

Sunday of the Year October 11, 

2020 
Isaiah shares God’s vision: one that 

seeks the good or shalom for all people. 

This vision encourages us to collaborate 

in helping to bring about a new gathering 

of peoples. This happens when we throw 

ourselves into the work of peace-making; 

caring for the poor and creation; helping 

the voiceless find justice; and tending to 

the sick and dying.  Jesus puts flesh on 

this parable where by sitting with the 

poor, outcasts and sinners, he lives out 

God’s desire to be with us. When people 

unite with one another they are doing the 

work of love and taking the opportunity 

to be part of the transformation of 

society.  

In the gospel, it is generosity, enthusiasm 

and delight in all people that lay behind 

the strategy to save the party. There is 

also the pain at refusal to share this life.  

Matthew intends to teach us something 

about the just future - a vision for a just 

human community to which all are 

invited but some refuse to be part of it. 

Isaiah wants to reveal a God who is a 

refuge for the poor, the needy and those 

in distress. It has been said that the 

human mind is a factory of idol making. 

Whether our idols are gun ownership, 

nationalism, the flag and anthem, 

prosperity, consumerism - they tend to 

be grounded in ideologies that put our 

interests ahead of the well-being of 

others, the Earth and God. People put 

their trust in power, privilege and 

possessions with questionable security. 

The privileged may have walls to hide 

behind, but these are temporary…… 

So the banquet symbolises God’s desire 

to gather and be connected to all people. 

We also see that God – and Jesus - is not 

very picky as who is included in our 

circles. It is expressed in the term 

‘preferential option for the poor.’ The 

parable reveals God’s love for us and the 

limits to which God will go to ensure 

that we have received this inclusive 

invitation.  But, we can miss sharing in 

this vision, and invitations for intimacy, 

which include justice and peace making, 

and seeing God’s image in the face of 

the other. Consumerism, discrimination, 

militarism, sexism, racism, fear, 

isolation, rugged individualism, 

nationalism can distract us. To accept the 

invitation is contrary to the spirit that 

sets people and nations against each 

other; that puts us in a world of radical 

economic inequality and injustice; that 

causes us to look away when people 

come to our shores seeking protection. 

This is not the agenda of those present at 

the banquet.  

The bottom line is that God’s reign is 

celebrated with the destitute and sinners. 

Table fellowship occurs with the poor, 

with people who seem of no account to 

the world to be, people who fall through 

society's cracks and live on the streets or 

hang around street corners. Some sleep 

in the underground stations, or on 

presbytery porches or underneath our 

churches and cathedrals. Mostly these 

are homeless people living with mental 

illness who 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese 

 

In Memoriam 
Marcus Campbell, John Edward 

Hall, Jeanette Rogers, Hugo Doust, 

Percival Astley, Clifford Alfred 

Noble, Jean Donnelly and Catherine 

Spooner. 

 
Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain open 

and keep having our mass. 

 

Friendship and solidarity key themes 

in Pope Francis’ letter A world that 

looks beyond a global pandemic with no 

roadmap can find one in Pope Francis’ 

new encyclical, which Archbishop Mark 

Coleridge says “is not just for believers 

but for the entire human family”. 

Published this evening, the Pope’s third 

encyclical is entitled Fratelli Tutti 

(Brothers and Sisters All) – words taken 

from St Francis of Assisi, who the Pope 

says has inspired what he writes. “It is a 

vision of the dignity of every human 

being from which flows the call to build 

a new culture of fraternity and dialogue,” 

said Archbishop Coleridge, president of 

the Australian Catholic Bishops 

Conference. “In his previous encyclical 

Laudato Si’ (Praise Be to You), Pope 

Francis spoke of care for our common 

home. Here he speaks of care for each 

other, the family that dwells together in 

the common home.” Pope Francis writes 

early in the encyclical: “It is my desire 

that, in this our time, by acknowledging 

the dignity of each human person, we 

can contribute to the rebirth of a 

universal aspiration to fraternity. “Let us 

dream, then, as a single human family, as 

fellow travelers sharing the same flesh, 

as children of the same earth which is 

our common home, each of us bringing 

the richness of his or her beliefs and 

convictions, each of us with his or her 

own voice, brothers and sisters all.” The 

Pope started work on the encyclical 

before COVID-19 struck. But he says 

that the need for local, national and 

international solidarity has become even 

more important now. The pandemic has 

created in many people a sense of the 

interdependence of communities and the 

fragility of human beings left to 

themselves. Copies full Media release 

available in Church Foyer 
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A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the 

police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the 

police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org You may also want to speak to 

your Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 
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