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In the 1960’s anthropologist Mircea 

Eliade, in The Sacred and the Profane 

deals with our tendency to divide the 

universe into God's world and our world. 

God tends to the sacred and we tend to the 

rest. I remember in 2016 when I along 

with four other people were before a 

magistrate for having participated in a 

nonviolent protest at the Prime Minister’s 

office. The magistrate told us that ‘this is 

a court of law, not a court of conscience’ 

he quoted the line from today’s gospel: 

‘Render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s, 

and to God what is God’s’ to back up his 

assertion. This quote is often used to 

defend the status quo. It implies that Jesus 

had no interest in economic or political 

questions, or identity questions which 

impact on our actions.  

For Jesus, the money-question was about 

the power it has over people, how it can 

be not just a possession but possess us, 

how it can be tied up with our sense of 

worth, how it takes over our desires and 

imagination to such an extent that we do 

not easily imagine ourselves into the lives 

other people and feel empathy for them. 

The promise of lower taxes pleases many 

people. There is much public sentiment 

against paying taxes - especially, when 

paid to a foreign occupying power as in 

Jesus’ time. Jesus’ view is broader. He 

would not endorse situations or support 

systems where people just looked after 

themselves and allowed others to suffer 

deprivation.  

Last week in his latest Encyclical, 

Fratelli tutti, Pope Francis writes, ‘If 

every human being possesses an 

inalienable dignity, if all people are my 

brothers and sisters, and if the world truly 

belongs to everyone, then it matters little 

whether my neighbour was born in my 

country or elsewhere. My own country 

also shares responsibility for his or her 

development, although it can fulfil that 

responsibility in a variety of ways. It can 

offer a generous welcome to those in 

urgent need, or work to improve living 

conditions in their native lands by 

refusing to exploit those countries or to 

drain them of natural resources, backing 

corrupt systems that hinder the dignified 

development of their peoples…… At 

times, the inability to recognize equal 

human dignity leads the more developed 

regions in some countries to think that 

they can jettison the “dead weight” of 

poorer regions and so increase their level 

of consumption’ (Pope Francis, Fratelli 

tutti, #125)…….. 

The gospel raises the question of 

belonging. To whom do the poor belong? 

Or asylum seekers? Or the world’s 30 

million trafficked people? Is it the places 

from the places they have come from? Is 

it the perpetrators? The scriptures insist 

they belong to God. It is the poor, the 

neglected and forgotten by the dominant 

society, the many people trafficked, the 

countless people seeking asylum, the 

person who crosses our path seeking 

recognition………Fr Claude Mostowik 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese 
 

In Memoriam  
Frances Muhlins, George Walter 

Courto, Francis Pride, Tess Henry, 

Giovanni Larosa, Hermilo Gosuico, 

Michelle Lolohea, Mary Gladys 

Ryan, Frances Margaret Lund and 

Beverly Birrell. 
There are Planned Giving flyers at the 

church entrance. Please feel free to fill 

one in. 

Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain open 

and keep having our mass. 

 

In 2020, Anti-Poverty Week will be held 

from the 11th to the 17th of October. 

This year we are supporting affordable 

housing for all as the best solution to 

reducing poverty and partnering with the 

Everybody's Home campaign. We are 

also support the Raise the Rate 

campaign led by ACOSS to ensure that 

unemployment payments never go back 

to $40 a day. The COVID-19 crisis 

means more than 2 million people now 

need these payments and are likely to for 

some time as we go through this 

recession. We welcome the 

Government's decision to pay an 

additional $550 per fortnight 

Coronavirus Supplement but are deeply 

concerned this increase is due to end on 

24 September. Job Seeker at around $40 

a day traps people in extreme poverty, 

unable to eat properly or pay their 

housing, medical and other basic 

expenses. Employers say it also acts as a 

brake on job search. What is the poverty 

line in Australia? In Australia, the 

poverty line is generally defined 

as 50% of median household 

income. This was $457 a week for a 

single adult, $731 for a sole parent with 

two children or $960 for a couple with 

two children in 2017-18. How many 

people are living in poverty in 

Australia? The ACOSS/UNSW Poverty 

in Australia 2020 report found: •In 

Australia, there are more than 3.24 

million people or 13.6% of the 

population living below the poverty line. 

That includes 774,000 children or more 

than 1 in 6. •Many of those affected are 

living in deep poverty – on average $282 

a week below the poverty line. ANU 

researchers have estimated that the 

temporary payments introduced in 

response to the COVID-19 pandemic are 

estimated to have reduced the number of 

people in poverty by 13% to 2.6 million. 

However by December 2020, the 

reductions in income supports 

announced in July will increase poverty 

by one third to 3.5 million. 
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A message from the Archdiocese of 

Sydney Abuse is a crime. The 

appropriate people to deal with a 

crime are the police. If you – or 

anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. 

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org  
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You may also want to speak to your 

Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 


