
27th Sunday of the Year October 4, 2020 

Jesus was warning his critics that the time 

was short for them to come around to 

collaborate with what God was offering 

through him. Pope Francis is giving the 

world a similarly urgent message today. 

Whereas Genesis spoke of Abel's blood 

crying out to God from the earth, Francis 

tells us that sister Earth herself ‘now cries 

out to us because of the harm we have 

inflicted on her’ by plundering and 

‘seeing ourselves as her lords and 

masters.’ Pope Francis says we need an 

integral approach to ecology that hears 

‘both the cry of the Earth and the cry of 

the poor.’  We have our modern Isaiahs 

whose powerful prophetic voices try to 

attune us to God’s ways and cares. How 

frequently Pope Francis, along with other 

religious leaders, have spoken out against 

violence in the world, the arms trade, on 

behalf of the poor, for the care of creation 

and human trafficking…….. 

We live in a system that promotes 

entitlement and greed which leads to 

gross inequality.  This greed prompts 

people to set us walls against people who 

knock at our gates for security, who are 

homeless, who are poor, who are facing 

violence of all kinds.  We seem 

increasingly addicted to violence whether 

in our communities, streets, homes, 

nation and internationally. Domestic 

violence, violence against people who are 

different to us, violence against people in 

countries that have never posed any threat 

to us and harmed us.  God’s word to us is 

give up violence, refuse to wage war or 

support the language that does not make 

for peace………..  

The gospel speaks directly to us. We need 

to ask ourselves serious questions. Does 

our presence contribute to justice for the 

excluded, solidarity, compassion towards 

the suffering, raising our voices and 

acting in defence of people who are being 

oppressed? Otherwise, our lives and our 

Christianity become sterile. We cannot 

offer God a sterile and mediocre 

Christianity. What kind of tenants are we 

when we continue to refuse to make a 

space for people who seek asylum from 

persecution in their homelands? What 

kind of tenants are we when we allow 

Indigenous Australians to continue to live 

in third world conditions and fail to 

condemn threats to their culture?  What 

kind of tenants are we when we continue 

to destroy the earth, the environment and 

our sisters and brothers in wars that we 

engage in? 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 

 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese 
In Memoriam 

Marcus Campbell, Janelle Ford, Ann 

McClement, Robert Alfred Joseph 

Owen, Jorge Cerin, John Pasqual, 

Glen Glanville. 

 
Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain open 

and keep having our mass. 

 

News from Laity Chevalier Family 

First Friday reflection from the  

MSC Trigeneralate in Rome 

October 2020 As Chevalier Family, we 

are concerned about Justice, Peace and 

Integrity of Creation 

in our world. We want to show this in 

the month of October by: 

• Bringing to awareness that 

peace is the way to a better 

world for you and me. 

• Praying (the rosary) that 

Jesus, who is called the Prince 

of Peace, may grant us peace, 

make us witnesses of truth, 

justice, and love  and banish 

from our hearts whatever might 

endanger peace. 

• Acting: we suggest to make a 

commitment to non-violence; 

when you feel angry, count to 

ten before saying anything. 

Then, ask yourself what 

response will be best for the 

greater good. 

 

“ The very crisis of our times 

requires an ecological conversion 

that can inspire us to 

   Greater creativity and 

enthusiasm in resolving the 

world’s problems.” - Pope Francis 

 

October 4 Feast Day of St Francis 

of Assisi 
 

 
 

 

The Holy Father’s Appeal is on this 

weekend. The appeal highlights the 

global Charitable causes of Pope Francis 

and is aimed at alleviating the suffering 

of those affected by natural disasters, 

wars, the refuge crisis and poverty, to 

name a few. It is an opportunity for us to 

get involved in an important initiative of 

the Catholic Church on a local level. 

 

To give, please use the envelopes or 

phone 1800 753 959. Thank you for your 

generosity. 

 

Chair of Parish Council Jim O’Donnell 

jimod012@gmail.com 

Chair of Finance committee Damian 

Bridge damianbridge@me.com 

Sacramental Coordinator Michael 

Schiano sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

PSSO Damien Giurco 

psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

Principal of St Mary’s School Anne Rees 

anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au 

Parish Administration 

admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

 

A message from the 
Archdiocese of Sydney  

Abuse is a crime. The appropriate 

people to deal with a crime are the 

police. If you – or anyone you know – 

have been abused, please contact the 

police.  

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org You may also want to speak to 

your Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. The 

archdiocese has a legal obligation to 

report crimes to the police 
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