
Friendship and solidarity key themes in Pope Francis’ letter 

A world that looks beyond a global pandemic with no roadmap can find one in Pope Francis’ 

new encyclical, which Archbishop Mark Coleridge says “is not just for believers but for the 

entire human family”. 

Published this evening, the Pope’s third encyclical is entitled Fratelli Tutti (Brothers and 

Sisters All) – words taken from St Francis of Assisi, who the Pope says has inspired what he 

writes. 

“It is a vision of the dignity of every human being from which flows the call to build a new 

culture of fraternity and dialogue,” said Archbishop Coleridge, president of the Australian 

Catholic Bishops Conference. 

“In his previous encyclical Laudato Si’ (Praise Be to You), Pope Francis spoke of care for our 

common home. Here he speaks of care for each other, the family that dwells together in the 

common home.” 

Pope Francis writes early in the encyclical: “It is my desire that, in this our time, by 

acknowledging the dignity of each human person, we can contribute to the rebirth of a 

universal aspiration to fraternity. 

“Let us dream, then, as a single human family, as fellow travellers sharing the same flesh, as 

children of the same earth which is our common home, each of us bringing the richness of his 

or her beliefs and convictions, each of us with his or her own voice, brothers and sisters all.” 

The Pope started work on the encyclical before COVID-19 struck. But he says that the need 

for local, national and international solidarity has become even more important now. The 

pandemic has created in many people a sense of the interdependence of communities and the 

fragility of human beings left to themselves. 
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An Ecumenical Christian Prayer 

 

O God, Trinity of love, 

from the profound communion of your divine life, 

pour out upon us a torrent of fraternal love. 

Grant us the love reflected in the actions of Jesus, 

in his family of Nazareth,  

and in the early Christian community. 

Grant that we Christians may live the Gospel, 

discovering Christ in each human being, 

recognizing him crucified 

in the sufferings of the abandoned 

and forgotten of our world, 

and risen in each brother or sister 

who makes a new start. 

Come, Holy Spirit, show us your beauty, 

reflected in all the peoples of the earth, 

so that we may discover anew  

that all are important and all are necessary, 

different faces of the one humanity  

that God so loves. Amen. 


