
In 2020,Anti-Poverty Week will be held from the 11th to the 17th of 

October. This year we are supporting affordable housing for all as 

the best solution to reducing poverty and partnering with the 

Everybody's Home campaign. We are also support the Raise the 

Rate campaign led by ACOSS to ensure that unemployment payments never go back to $40 a day.       

The COVID-19 crisis means more than 2 million people now need these payments and are likely to 

for some time as we go through this recession. We welcome the Government's decision to pay an 

additional $550 per fortnight Coronavirus Supplement but are deeply concerned this increase is due to 

end on 24 September. Job Seeker at around $40 a day traps people in extreme poverty, unable to eat 

properly or pay their housing, medical and other basic expenses. Employers say it also acts as a brake 

on job search.  

What is the poverty line in Australia? 

In Australia, the poverty line is generally defined as 50% of median household income.  

This was $457 a week for a single adult, $731 for a sole parent with two children or $960 for a couple 

with two children in 2017-18. 

 

How many people are living in poverty in Australia? 

The ACOSS/UNSW Poverty in Australia 2020 report found:  

•In Australia, there are more than 3.24 million people or 13.6% of the population living below the 

poverty line. That includes 774,000 children or more than 1 in 6. 

•Many of those affected are living in deep poverty – on average $282 a week below the poverty line.  

 

ANU researchers have estimated that the temporary payments introduced in response to the COVID-

19 pandemic are estimated to have reduced the number of people in poverty by 13% to 2.6 million. 

However by December 2020, the reductions in income supports announced in July will increase 

poverty by one third to 3.5 million. 

 

https://everybodyshome.com.au/
https://raisetherate.org.au/
https://raisetherate.org.au/

