
The moment has arrived. The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 

Weapons just achieved its 50th ratification at a UN event in New 

York! That means it will enter into force in 90 days, on the 22nd of 

January 2021, making nuclear weapons illegal under international  

                                                      law for all time. 

 The Treaty now has 84 signatories and 50 states parties, thanks to the newest additions Nauru, 

Jamaica and Honduras. Australia, shamefully, is not one of them. Yet! 

 Help us shine the spotlight on our government by  adding your face to our virtual march. 

 Why is entry-into-force important? 

• All countries that have ratified the treaty will be bound by it.  

• It establishes clearly that nuclear weapons are inhumane, unacceptable, and now illegal, 

and that no state should possess, use or threaten to use them. 

• It puts Australia out of step with international law on nuclear weapons. 

• A ban treaty can change the behaviour of countries that haven't joined, as demonstrated by 

the bans on landmines and cluster munitions. 

• More financial institutions will divest from companies that produce nuclear weapons, in line 

with policies to exclude weapons banned by international law. 

• It creates pressure and momentum for more nuclear weapons abolition action! 

What do we do now? 

  Celebrate!  We've proven wrong all of the doubters who said it would be impossible to ban nuclear 

weapons. A global shift is underway, slowly but surely. 

  Next step: let's get Australia on board. It's time to end the fallacy of "extended nuclear deterrence". 

Far from protecting us, nuclear weapons threaten our very existenceWe started this campaign in 

Melbourne in 2007 with hope and determination to stigmatise, prohibit and eliminate nuclear 

weapons. Now we're a Nobel Peace Prize-winning coalition of people and organisations in 100 

countries! 

  The imminent entry into force of the treaty changes things. Our government has no legitimacy on 

nuclear disarmament until it joins the ban. While the global picture is perilous, the ban treaty is a 

bright light of hope. Thank you for being part of this journey to a more peaceful future.   
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