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Thirtieth Sunday of the Year 
 
Alfred North Whitehead, a Process Philosopher, wrote ‘We are attuned to coordinates wider 
than personality’. This is behind commandment to love our neighbours as ourselves. We need 
to appreciate our own worth, that we are loved by God and that our lives are woven into the 
life force of the rest of creation. But we are constantly reminded of the interconnectedness 
with all creation. Beyond our personalities, our first external coordinate is our neighbour. Our 
lives are enlarged and enriched by everyone we care for and take an interest in.  
 
This love sees situations and says ‘this is not right’ and questions why people are hungry, 
homeless, naked, migrating in the search of asylum. It then seeks to find ways to change the 
structures and systems that cause this. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, said, ‘We are not to simply bandage 
the wounds of victims beneath the wheels of injustice, we are to drive a spoke into the wheel 
itself.’ God’s love does not come to us in a vacuum but through the people who are part of our 
lives, and those who challenge us to be peaceful, justice and loving. We need constantly listen 
for where Jesus is hiding in the scriptures. What do they hear when the scriptures protest the 
oppression of the poor, the violation of people’s dignity, the lack of hospitality to strangers, 
war making and funding of war in the name of the people?  
 
The reading from Exodus puts love very concretely. It is about the destitute-the strangers, 
widows and orphans, and the poor. These are people that for that many of us do not weep, 
respond to, and turn away from…………………  

 


