
Thirty Third Sunday of the Year 

November 15, 2020 
When reading the scriptures, the 

backdrop must always begin with God’s 

loving presence, a God who is passionate 

about humanity. What we read, hear or 

experience must be held against this 

image especially when we read a parable 

such as the one today that depicts God 

like the master who locks a door to 

someone who has failed, made mistakes 

or done something foolish. The God of 

Jesus does not have unbending 

performance standards; who insists that 

our choices need be the right ones. This 

is how the world tends to operate, as has 

even been encouraged by Christianity.  

For most of the story, the master comes 

across as a just, reasonable and trusting. 

After being away, he returns and 

enthusiastically praises and rewards the 

servants who have pleased him by 

making the right choices. In fact, it is 

about a world of investment and profit-

taking without real work. But, as we will 

see, one of the characters drops out and 

does not cooperate with exploitation, 

finance and self-interest that impacts 

badly on the poor and working classes. 

The gospel today contrasts two current 

understandings of contemporary 

Christianity. One that endorses an 

economic system where ‘everyone who 

has is given more so that they grow rich, 

while the have-nots are robbed even of 

what they have.’  The former is 

embodied in Donald Trump and his 

supporters. The other is personified in 

Pope Francis who is trying to distance 

himself from faith in the capitalist 

system. Francis is like the servant today 

who buried his talent in the ground 

refusing to invest it in a corrupt system 

that invariably widens the gap between 

the rich and the poor. Francis repeatedly 

urges action to secure the basic 

entitlements the poor deserve such as 

rights to land, housing and work, living 

ways, unions and social Security……. 

We find Christ outside the centres of 

power, in the marginal areas; on the 

peripheries; in places of pain and 

marginality; the places of ‘outer 

darkness’. This is where the hungry, the 

sick, prisoners, the strangers and the 

naked are; this is where the indigenous 

people, the asylum seekers, the mentally 

ill, the street people, the drug affected, 

the vilified gay and lesbian people, the 

whistle-blowers are. This is where we 

mysteriously meet Christ……….  

So, through a series of parables Jesus 

instructs and encourages his disciples so 

that they will be prepared for life after he 

has left them. They need to be vigilant, 

not just because Jesus will return at an 

hour they do not expect, but they also 

need to be able to distinguish between 

what is of God and what is of this world.  
 Fr Claude Mostowik 
 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese 
 

In Memoriam  
Arthur Grey, Patricia McDonagh, 

Maria Caffarella, John Jack Cincotta, 

Denis Edward Chapman, Phillip 

Balic, Harry Albert Burland, 

Catherine McInernay, Anthony 

Dwojacki. 

There are Planned Giving flyers at the 

church entrance. Please feel free to fill 

one in. 
 

Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain 

open and keep having our mass. 
 

During the month of November we 

pray for all our departed loved ones. If 

you would like to have masses offered 

for your loved one, write their name(s) 

on an envelope and place it on the 

altar. 
 

First reconciliation plan tied to 

country vows more Indigenous 

jobs Julie Power, Sydney Morning 

Herald, 9th November 2020 
    A new reconciliation action plan will 

deliver jobs, opportunities, recognition 

and respect to the traditional owners of 

The Rocks and Darling Harbour. It is the 

first reconciliation action plan in 

Australia to be "linked directly to a 

place, to Country and the people that 

care for it”, said Alex O'Mara, a deputy 

secretary in the NSW Department of 

Planning, Industry and Environment. 

Previous plans were tied to institutions. 

Ms O'Mara said this model could be 

used at other sites across the state. 

  The plan for The Rocks, called 

Tallawoladah by the Cadigal people, and 

Darling Harbour, known as Tumbalong, 

to be announced on Monday, will 

coincide with NAIDOC week. It 

includes significant places in the history 

of early contact between Europeans and 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders 

230 years ago. 

  Metropolitan Local Aboriginal Land 

Council chief executive Nathan Moran 

said the plan would have "real, practical 

and tangible outcomes".These included 

pop-up leasing opportunities for 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

not-for-profits, and solid targets for 

employment, internships and student 

work experience programs. 

   "We can all get warm and fuzzy, but it 

is better to have real outcomes. These are 

practical, tangible and real," Mr Moran 

said. His organisation represents 

Aboriginal people from La Perouse in 

Sydney's south to Yango National Park 

to the north-west of Sydney. 
 

Vinnies Christmas Hamper Appeal  

Next week we are concentrating on 

soft drinks, chippies and lollies. 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Please donate anything you can. 
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A message from the Archdiocese of 

Sydney Abuse is a crime. The 

appropriate people to deal with a 

crime are the police. If you – or 

anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. 

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org   
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You may also want to speak to your 

Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. 

 The Archdiocese has a legal 

obligation to report crimes to the 

police 


