
Solemnity of Christ, Heart of the 

Universe (Christ the King) 
 Today’s solemnity was established by 

Pope Pius XI in 1925 and is marked by 

the Catholic Church as well as many 

Protestant churches. It came about in the 

context of the rising nationalism, fascism 

and secularism in 1920s Europe. The 

intention was to remind Christians that 

their ultimate allegiance lay with Christ 

Jesus and to encounter him in our 

everyday lives by finding him in people 

that we see needing our help. The most 

urgent priority is to see the face of God in 

every human being and especially those 

who are most vulnerable in our midst. 

Today’s gospel tells us where we can find 

him. But do we see? Do we want to see? 

It does involve risks and emerging from 

beyond our comfort zones. 

There is a way of seeing more and more 

deeply. Today’s feast is about the good 

news of Christ’s presence in all creation. 

There is a constant call for us to bring into 

alignment everything that is bent, to 

protect the vulnerable, and to contribute 

to its flourishing. We are invited to be a 

blessing for others by doing justice, 

loving mercy, and walking humbly with 

God. For Jesus, compassion is the 

ultimate and decisive criterion to judge 

our lives and our identification with him.  

Valerie Kaur (See No Stranger: A 

Memoir and Manifest of Revolutionary 

Love) says that love makes us see with 

new eyes: separateness is an illusion and 

interconnectedness a truth where we can 

choose to ‘see no stranger’. Kaur says that 

wonder is the ‘wellspring of love.’ 

Though it is difficult to wonder about 

people who seem like strangers or 

outsiders, when we choose to wonder 

about them, imagine their lives and listen 

for their stories, we expand the circle of 

those we see as part of us. ‘We are called 

to love beyond our own flesh and blood.’ 

She says, that the beginning of violence 

comes with a failure to wonder about 

others and not see that we are 

interconnected. It disables our 

compassion. When this is lost anything 

that happens to the ‘other’ is allowed - 

whether it the violence emanating from 

state and institutional policies, bloodshed, 

or in the forms that are difficult to see 

every day, unless we find ways to make 

them visible through our stories………. 

So having heard the gospel, what do we 

see? Who do we see? Whenever we 

attempt to go into the world of ‘the other’ 

the confronting question emerges that 

demands self-awareness and honesty: 

how do we get past the front gate of our 

own world. To get into that world one we 

need to listen to the story of the 

other……. Fr Claude Mostowik 
 

Christmas Mass Times 
Dec 24: 5pm (Kids Mass) and 7pm 

Dec 25: 9am and 10am 
 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese 
 

In Memoriam  
Bernard William Maughan, Alice 

May Baker, Glen Keeble, Marcial 

Mendoza, Colin john Burton, Leslie 

Gordan Wright, Winifred Josephine 

Sherlock, Linda Gail Hookey, 

Gladys Petith, Meisha Skye Jones. 

 

There are Planned Giving flyers at the 

church entrance. Please feel free to fill 

one in. 
 

Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain 

open and keep having our mass. 
 

During the month of November we 

pray for all our departed loved ones. If 

you would like to have masses offered 

for your loved one, write their name(s) 

on an envelope and place it on the 

altar. Thank you to Luca Gruarin 

family for the generous $200. 
 

MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS POPE 

FRANCIS - FOURTH WORLD DAY OF 

THE POOR 15th November 2020 

“Stretch forth your hand to the poor” (Sir 

6:7) 

Opening paragraph:  

“Stretch forth your hand to the poor” 

(Sir 6:7). Age-old wisdom has proposed 

these words as a sacred rule to be 

followed in life. Today these words 

remain as timely as ever. They help us 

fix our gaze on what is essential and 

overcome the barriers of indifference. 

Poverty always appears in a variety of 

guises,and calls for attention to each 

particular situation. In all of these, we 

have an opportunity to encounter the 

Lord Jesus, who has revealed himself as 

present in the least of his brothers and 

sisters (cf. Mt 25:40). 

Closing paragraph: 

In this journey of daily encounter with 

the poor, the Mother of God is ever at 

our side. More than any other, she is the 

Mother of the Poor. The Virgin Mary 

knows well the difficulties and sufferings 

of the marginalised, for she herself gave 

birth to the Son of God in a stable. Due 

to the threat of Herod, she fled to another 

country with Joseph her spouse and the 

child Jesus. For several years, the Holy 

Family lived as refugees. May our 

prayer to Mary, Mother of the Poor, 

unite these, her beloved children, with 

all those who serve them in Christ’s 

name. And may that prayer enable 

outstretched hands to become an 

embrace of shared and rediscovered 

fraternity. 

 

Vinnies Christmas Hamper Appeal  

Next week we are conducting the 

Christmas Appeal, with envelopes on 

your pew. We still need anything for 

the hampers. Thank you for your 

generosity. Please donate anything 

you can. 
 

Chair of Parish Council Jim O’Donnell 

jimod012@gmail.com Chair of Finance 

committee Damian Bridge 

damianbridge@me.com Sacramental 

Coordinator Michael Schiano 

sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au PSSO 

Damien Giurco 

psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

Principal of St Mary’s School Anne Rees 

anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au Parish 

Administration 

admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

A message from the Archdiocese of 

Sydney Abuse is a crime. The 

appropriate people to deal with a 

crime are the police. If you – or 

anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. 

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org   
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You may also want to speak to your 

Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. 

 The Archdiocese has a legal 

obligation to report crimes to the 

police 


