
Reflections on the Readings for 

the First Sunday in Advent 
Just before today’s gospel reading, 

Mark suggests upheaval, destruction of 

the Temple, of war, earthquakes, 

famine and family betrayal.  It can 

seem shocking that a season perceived 

to be about joy and peace is connected 

with the end of the world. But, Jesus’ 

words are not so much shocking as 

much as familiar. Advent really 

expresses our faith in the possibility of 

a better world.  

Leonard Cohen has a beautiful line 

when he says, “There is a crack in 

everything, that's how the light gets 

in.” It seems that the best chance of 

God getting at us is in the gaps, in the 

brokenness, the messes, the exceptions 

and surprises. Could not this be the 

meaning of being conscious, of being 

alert or awake? We are called to be on 

the lookout for the Jesus who inhabits 

our every loss and joy, who is present 

in each devastation, and gathers us up 

when our world has shattered, and 

offers healing now. And that healing is 

often affected by presence and 

solidarity. 

As we enter this Advent season, may 

we have open eyes, asking the God of 

hope to awaken us to the comings of 

God into our lives and into our 

suffering world. The Indian poet 

Tagore give us a focus for our Advent 

prayer and reflection in his poem 

‘Silent Steps’: ‘Have you not heard his 
silent steps? He comes, comes, ever 

comes. In every moment and every 

age, every day and every night.’ 

 Fr Claude Mostowik 
 

 

 

Christmas Mass Times 
Dec 24: 5pm (Kids Mass) and 7pm 

Dec 25: 9am and 10.30am 
 

Mass Times 

Saturday 6pm 

Sunday 9am and 6pm 

Wed., Thurs. and Fri. 9.15am 
 

Please pray for our sick, especially 

Arthur Haddad, Norman Hay, 

Wendy Bridges, Margaret Farrugia, 

Nick Hurst and Mary Therese 
 

In Memoriam  
Ida May House, Elizabeth Szekely, 

Donald David Bell, Arthur Johnson, 

Stephen Charles Branagan, Dominic 

Pham, Margaret Rose Pritchard, John 

Brooks, Joseph Merton Burkle, 

Margaret May King, Ruth Wilson, 

Noreen Cecilia Thring, Paquito 

Gosuica, Katherine Wills, Tony 

O’Neill, Paul Pham. 

 

There are Planned Giving flyers 

at the church entrance. Please 

feel free to fill one in. 
 

Please fill in the ‘Mass Attendance’  

sheet at the front. This is a state 

requirement so we can remain 

open and keep having our mass. 
 

During the month of November we 

pray for all our departed loved 

ones. If you would like to have 

masses offered for your loved one, 

write their name(s) on an envelope 

and place it on the altar.  
 

 

November 25th International 

Day for the Elimination of 

Violence Against Women 
16 Days Campaign Join the Australian 

Catholic Religious Against Trafficking 

in Humans (ACRATH )and the 

international community for 16 days of 

activism against gender-based 

violence. The United Nations 16 days of 

activism begins on Wednesday, 25th 

November – International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence Against 

Women, and ends of 10th December – 

Human Rights Day. 

Over the 16 Days of Activism we will be 

sharing stories, focusing on the people 

working in the areas of forced labour, 

forced marriage and supply chains, as 

well as creating opportunities for 

learning, prayer and reflection. 

ACRATH has resources and two special 

events during the 16 Days of Activism 

that you are invited to ‘attend’.  

Global 16 Days Campaign The 16 Days 

Campaign is the longest running 

campaign to end violence against 

women. In 2018, Centre for Women’s 

Global Leadership, CWGL, adopted a 

multi-year theme, with a focus on ending 

GBV and harassment in the world of 

work to build support for a new 

international instrument. In June 2019, 

the International Labor Organization 

adopted the Violence and Harassment 

Convention, and the Campaign shifted 

its focus to ratification. Before the first 

anniversary of its adoption on June 21, 

2020, Uruguay and Fiji became the first 

two countries to ratify the Convention, 

which will come into force in June 2021. 

Today, Argentina is on its way to being 

the third! Further details: 

https://acrath.org.au 

 

 

Vinnies Christmas Hamper Appeal  

This week we are collecting for the 

Christmas Appeal, with envelopes on 

your pew. Please give generously. 

Thank you for all your donations.  

We still are collecting for the 

hampers – especially canned foods. 
 

Chair of Parish Council Jim O’Donnell 

jimod012@gmail.com Chair of Finance 

committee Damian Bridge 

damianbridge@me.com Sacramental 

Coordinator Michael Schiano 

sc@stmaryserskineville.org.au PSSO 

Damien Giurco 

psso@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

Principal of St Mary’s School Anne Rees 

anne.rees@sydneycatholic.edu.au Parish 

Administration 

admin@stmaryserskineville.org.au 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of 

Sydney Abuse is a crime. The 

appropriate people to deal with a 

crime are the police. If you – or 

anyone you know – have been 

abused, please contact the police. 

Alternatively, you can contact the 

Safeguarding and Ministerial 

Integrity Office at 9390 5810 or 

safeguardingenquiries@sydneycathol

ic.org   

You may also want to speak to your 

Parish Priest who will be able to 

provide support and guidance. 

 The Archdiocese has a legal 

obligation to report crimes to the 

police 
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